
Asma ul Husna Challenge 
Deadline to Submit: Friday 15th May 2020 

 
 
There are 3 parts to this challenge 

1. Fill in the blanks in the story of “The Spotless Banana” 
2. Answer the questions presented at the end of the story 
3. Write your own story  

 
See details below for each part. Good luck! 
 

Part 1 
Read through the story below and fill in the blanks which relate to the attributes of Allah.  
 

a. Download ‘The Most Beautiful Attributes of Divinity’ PDF doc as found here 
https://qfatima.com/a-99/learning-resources/  

b. In the answer section at the end of the story, specify the attribute in Arabic and 
English and attribute number (as numbered in the PDF doc mentioned in a. 
above). For example if an answer to one of the blanks was Loving, you would 
answer as Al-Wadud/The Loving/47 

 
Below is a story of a father and daughter. We can see that the qualities they both have, 
relating to the names and attributes of Allah. 
 
 

The Spotless Banana 
 
Akil Bakari was a very wealthy man from Egypt. He was very rich and had big houses 
with green beautiful lawns, swimming pools, tennis courts and gardens. Some people 
thought he was arrogant and mean because he was rich, but he was actually very nice. 
He did not cheat people, he did not lie and he was always just (1. _______). He was a 
very generous (2. ________) man. Akil Bakari was always thankful for his riches to his 
3. _______ (Al-Malik). People found Akil Bakari to be a 4. ________ (Al-Wakeel) 
 
Akil Bakari had only one child, Maryam. Since she was the only one, she was often 
referred to as special and unique (5. _______). She got a lot of attention and care from 
her father compared to everyone else. Sometimes too much love and care spoils kids. 
However, this was not the case with Akil Bakari’s daughter, Maryam. She was also very 
good and kind to others like her father. She was a very neat and tidy girl. The very 6. 
______(Al-Awaal) thing she did when she got up in the morning was pray her morning 
Salaat, the Fajr prayer and then take a bath and go downstairs to enjoy breakfast with 
her dad. She always washed her hands before and after every meal. During the day, 
Maryam would recite the Holy Quran as well and do her homework as she was studying 
at home due to a pandemic outbreak.  
 

https://qfatima.com/a-99/learning-resources/


Maryam’s best quality was that she never took anything to heart. She was very 
compassionate (7. _______) and 8. _____ (Al-Ghaffar) if anyone hurt her feelings. She 
was also appreciative and was thankful (9. ______) for everything she had. She never 
made a fuss about the food on the table, even if there was boiled vegetables. Maryam 
knew that there were a lot of people who couldn’t afford meals even once a day. She 
was very thankful for the abundance of food that Allah SWT provided for her and her 
family. But there was one little problem......she would not eat bananas! Somehow, 
whenever she looked at a banana she felt like vomiting. At first, her father, Akil Bakari 
though she had some sort of allergy. He took her to the doctor, but they said nothing 
was wrong with her, in fact she was very healthy. This little problem of not eating 
bananas sometimes created bigger problems on the table. So, the family decided not to 
eat bananas anymore because they loved her so much.  
 
One day, Akil Bakari went up to Maryam and said, “My dear child, why don’t you like to 
eat bananas?” Allah is the 10. ______ (Ar-Razzaq) and bananas make you 11. _____ 
(Al-Qawiy). Maryam replied and said, “My dear father, I am sorry to have caused so 
much inconvenience to the family, but the thing is, when I see black spots on the 
banana I feel like vomiting. How can I eat something rotten?”. At this time, Akil Bakari 
knew the she was telling the truth (12. ______). Akil Bakari smiled at his daughter and 
said, “Oh such a small problem…Ok, dear Maryam, I will Insha’Allah bring you a 
spotless banana and when you have tasted it, I will tell you something you do not 
know.” Maryam thanked her dad for his understanding and thanked him for 
listening/hearing (13. ______).  
 
The next day, Maryam was given a spotless banana. Yes, a banana that was totally 
yellow with a light shade of green on the top and bottom. She peeled the skin and 
looked in amazement at a pure milky white fruit. Obviously, this was the first time she 
had seen a banana completely white from the inside. She ate it. Her father asked her, 
“So, Maryam, what did the banana taste like?” She replied, “Papa it looked great, but it 
did not taste good. It was sort of um…. tasteless.”  
 
Her father politely said, “Ok Maryam now taste this banana.” He handed her the other 
banana. Maryam took it reluctantly. She peeled the skin and looked inside. It was a bit 
softer than the spotless one, and it had blackish spots here and there. Although she did 
not feel like eating it, she was curious to know what her father wanted to tell her that she 
had not known, so she ate it. 
 
Akil Bakari asked her again, “Now was this one better?” She said, “Papa the spotted 
one looked partially rotten, but it tasted better and sweeter.” Akil Bakari then said, “This 
is exactly what I wanted to tell you, Maryam. Never judge a book by its cover. Just like 
the banana, everyone has spots. What I mean is, you will not like everything in 
everyone, but you have to look at people as a whole. People and fruits are sweet and 
good. If you keep looking at a person’s bad habits, you will never be able to find the 
good in them because no one is spotless or perfect. If someone has faults but is overall 
good, you should be friends with that person.” 
 



A friend is a person who thinks you are a good egg, even though slightly cracked. 
We should not forget Allah SWT attributes, they are not only for Him but, also, as an 
example for us to apply in our daily lives and feel the essence of his presence.  
 
We see in this story a lot of qualities in both Akil Bakari and his daughter Maryam. 
 
Answers 
Below, please write your answer (with the attribute in Arabic/English/number as 
explained above) in accordance to the numbers for blanks placed throughout the 
passage. 
1- 
2- 
3-  
4-  
5-  
6-  
7-  
8-  
9-  
10- 
11-  
12-  
13-  
 
 
 
 

Part 2 
Answer the following questions relating to the story “The Spotless Banana.” 
 

1. When someone tells you a man/lady is ‘very nice,’ what does that mean to you? 
2. Give one example of when you were generous 
3. What is one way you may show you are thankful to someone? 
4. Give one example of when you were kind to someone 
5. What is one thing someone can do to help them wake up for Fajr Salaat? 
6. What is one thing someone can do to help them pray Quran daily? 
7. What 3 good qualities do you have that would make you a good friend? 
8. Name 5 attributes of Allah that you have exemplified in the last month. (Highlight 

and Underline the attribute in Arabic/English/Number as stated in the PDF 
document provided in section 1) 
For example, Last week I helped my dad carry the groceries into the kitchen 
because I am strong (Al Qawiy/53)  

9. What 5 attributes of Allah have you witnessed in family/friends in the last month? 
10. What is your favourite part of the story? 

 
 



Part 3 
Write your own story using the following criteria: 

a.  Maximum 1000 words  
b. Use 12 attributes of Allah throughout your story (Highlight and Underline this part 

and Specify in Arabic/English/Number as stated in the PDF document provided in 
section 1). For example, The mother was so loving (Al-Wadud/The Loving/47) to 
her new born baby that she stayed up all night holding him when he was crying 
uncontrollably… 

c.    Have a catchy title 
d. Include memorable characters 
e. Have dramatic content  
f.    Have a powerful ending 

 


